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Createspace. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 72 pages.
Dimensions: 10.8in. x 8.3in. x 0.2in.Estimates of the size of shale oil and gas resources in the United States by the
Energy Information Administration (EIA), U. S. Geological Survey (USGS), and the Potential Gas Committee--
three organizations that estimate the size of these resources--have increased over the last 5 years, which could
mean an increase in the nations energy portfolio. For example, in 2012, EIA estimated that the amount of
technically recoverable shale gas in the United States was 482 trillion cubic feet--an increase of 280 percent
from EIAs 2008 estimate. However, according to EIA and USGS officials, estimates of the size of shale oil and gas
resources in the United States are highly dependent on the data, methodologies, model structures, and
assumptions used to develop them. In addition, less is known about the amount of technically recoverable shale
oil than shale gas, in part because large-scale production of shale oil has been under way for only the past few
years. Estimates are based on data available at a given point in time and will change as additional information
becomes available. In addition, domestic shale oil and gas production has experienced substantial growth;
shale oil production increased more than fivefold from 2007 to 2011, and shale gas production increased more
than fourfold from 2007 to 2011. Oil and gas development, whether conventional or shale oil and gas, pose
inherent environmental and public health risks, but the extent of these risks associated with shale oil and gas
development is unknown, in part, because the studies GAO reviewed do not generally take into account the
potential long-term, cumulative effects. For example, according to a number of studies and publications GAO
reviewed, shale oil and gas development poses risks to...
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