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Book ***** Print on Demand *****The funding authorizations for programs in the Higher Education Act (HEA)
will expire during the 108th Congress. This legislation, administered by the U.S. Department of Education (ED),
authorizes the federal government s major student aid programs, as well as other significant initiatives.
Legislative action on the reauthorization has begun. On July 9, 2003, the House passed the first in a series of bills
which Committee members plan to move to reauthorize the HEA. The first legislation approved addresses HEA
provisions related to preparation of K-12 teachers. On September 17, 2003, a House Education and the
Workforce subcommittee approved separate bills amending and reauthorizing the international education and
graduate support titles of the HEA. Postsecondary education is a complex, decentralized enterprise, made up of
a wide array of institutions enrolling a large and diverse student body. In academic year 20002001,
approximately 6,600 degree- and nondegree-granting postsecondary education institutions were eligible to
participate in the HEA s student aid programs. These institutions enrolled an estimated 15.9 million students in
the fall of 2000. HEA programs and activities fall primarily into four main categories:
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