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indexed. Not illustrated. 1876 Excerpt: .The mountains which traverse Kamtschatka are a spur of the Stanovoi.
Much has been said about the great height of these mountains and about their being covered with perpetual
snow! But there seems to be good reason for thinking that they nowhere exceed 2000 or 3000 A. in height. 06s.
The mountains of Siberia are still but very imperfectly known. 2. Plateaux, which in Siberian geography are
almost confined to one, viz., the Plateau of Ust-Urt, a rocky and all but desert waste, averaging an elevation
above the Caspian of about 6000 A., and lying between the Caspian and Aral Seas. It is 240 m. long, by 160 m.
broad. It rises rather steeply from the Aral Sea, but slopes gradually towards the W. At its S.E. corner where it
bends suddenly towards the W., it terminates abruptly in a bold escarpment 500 A. high. This point of the
plateau is called by the natives the chink. 3. Plains, which compose the greater part of Siberia and its recent
annexations. The chief of them are (1.) The Great Siberian Plain, which is a low-lying diluvial plain with an
almost level surface that stretches E. nearly to Kamtschatka and N. to the. Arctic Ocean. East of the 125th
meridian the plain becomes undulating and broken by hills. The extremes of heat and cold are very great, the
rainfall is moderate, and grasses and shrubs are the chief productions. The population is sparse, and consists
chiefly of Nomadic...
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