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propose to present the Portraits and Biographical Sketches of some of our most prominent Americans,
including Presidents, Statesmen, Military and Naval Officers, Clergymen, Authors, Poets, and others, whose
talents, energy, and enterprise, while affording an instructive lesson to mankind, seem worthy of being held up
as examples for emulation. That the memory of such persons should have its public record is peculiarly proper,
because a knowledge of men whose substantial fame rests upon their attainments, character, and success must
exert a wholesome influence on the rising generation of the American people; while to those who have arrived
at a period in life not to be benefited by lessons designed for less advanced age, it cannot fail to prove
interesting. If the reader shall here find the lives of many who have enjoyed every advantage which affluence
and early education can bestow, he may also trace the history of those who, by their own unaided efforts, have
risen from obscurity to the highest and most responsible trusts in the land; indeed, it will be found that success
has more generally waited upon those who, in early life, were not encumbered with a bountiful supply of this
world s goods. It is needless to remark on the extended information and delight we derive from the
multiplication of portraits by engraving, or in the advantages resulting from the study of biography. Separately
considered, the one affords an amusement not less innocent than elegant, inculcates the rudiments, or aids the
progress of taste; while the other, useful...
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