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asked, and it properly belongs to this work to declare; What was the political organization, under which the
Revolution was carried on and accomplished? The Colonies being, as we have seen, separate and independent
of each other in their original establishment, and down to the eve of the Revolution, it became indispensable, in
order to make their resistance to the British claims either formidable or successful, that there should be
harmony and unity of operations under some common head. Massachusetts, in 1774, recommended the
assembling of a Continental Congress at Philadelphia, to be composed of delegates chosen in all the Colonies,
for the purpose of deliberating on the common good, and to provide a suitable scheme of future operations.
Delegates were accordingly chosen in the various Colonies, some by the legislative body, some by the popular
representative branch thereof, and some by conventions of the people, according to the several means and
local circumstances of each Colony. This first great Continental Congress assembled on the 4th of September,
1774, chose their own officers, and adopted certain fundamental rules to regulate their proceedings. The most
important rule then adopted was, that each Colony should have one vote only in Congress, whatever might be
the number of its delegates; and this became the established course throughout the whole Revolution. They
adopted such other measures, as the exigency of the occasion seemed to require; and proposed another...
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