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abstract: The Dissertation aims at identifying the variable that explains the variation in the responses of the
Asian states to the China's naval modernisation and expansion. Moreover, the work will also look into the
factors that drive China's naval modernisation and expansion. The study aims at contributing to the existing
literature the variable that explain the variations in the responses and motivations behind China's aggressive
seaward turn as China is a land oriented power. A few selected Asian states are in examination. Two small
states, South Korea and Taiwan, and two big powers, Japan and India, are taken as case studies to examine the
variation in the response. There are vast literatures available on the quantitative aspect of China's
modernisation and expansion, and the response to it, but there is lack on the qualitative aspect of the
modernisation program and the responses. The Research Questions What factors drive China's naval
modernisation and expansion What are the security implications of China's naval modernisation and expansion
for the security of Asian region How is the region balancing this potential assertiveness and subsequent security
threat Why Japan, Taiwan, and South Korea reacted so differently considering the similar contexts and same
disputed waters How India reacted to the China aggressive moves in the Indian Ocean Is there a region wide
trend in how Asian states respond to the PLA Navy's modernisation and expansion drive These questions are
very crucial for policy and decision-makers alike and the central purpose of this dissertation is to...
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