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of Freedom: Speech of Hon. Charles Sumner, Against the Repeal
of the Missouri Prohibition of Slavery North of 36 30, in the
Senate, February 21, 1854 It is with regard to this territory, that
you are now called to exercise the grandest function of the
lawgiver, by establishing those rules of polity which will
determine its future character. As the twig is bent the tree
inclines; and the influences impressed upon the early days of an
empire, like those upon a child, are of inconceivable importance
to its future weal or woe. The bill now before us, proposes to
organize and equip two new territorial establishments, with
governors, secretaries, legislative councils, legislators, judges,
marshals, and the whole machinery of civil society. Such a
measure, at any time, would deserve the most careful attention.
But, at the present moment, it justly excites a peculiar interest,
from the effort made - on pretences unsustained by facts - in
violation of solemn covenant, and of the early principles of our
fathers - to open this immense...
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