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saltpeter areas merge, and in layers bedded with the saltpeter. Sometimes the proportion of sodium chloride
reaches 50 , and at Aguas Blanca there are beds several feet thick of pure crystalline rock salt in the nitrates.
But the cost of separating it from the other substances is so great that, as a rule, it is not attempted. At
Antofagasta, however, a fairly good salt is produced in this way. Lately some potassium salts have been found
in the province of Tarapaca. tot Board of Trade Journ., No. 328, March, 1903. The deposits of nitrates and salt
are called caliche. They lie in the dry basins of ancient salt lakes which have long since evaporated.m
IMPORTATION. 0 The extraction of the caliche is carried on under the direction of foreign engineers, most of
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destined for the manufacture of gunpowder and for the preparation of artificial manures, and borax and some
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