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(Case Had they done so, and reported against the provisions of
the Personal Liberty Bill, which had been enacted by one
legislature and amended by another, the burst of indignation
which would have followed would have waked the echoes of
Abington, and Lowell, and Worcester, even if it did not extend to
Great Barrington itself. But in their Introductory Report the
Commissioners, after stating that they had sedulously avoided
the introduction of their personal opinions respecting matters of
expediency, but had considered it their duty to construct the
several chapters according to what appeared to be the general
policy of the legislature, as they found it expressed, added this
clause, viz.: They have not deemed it a part of their duty to pass
upon doubtful questions of constitutional law the presumption
being that all the statutes of the State are constitutional until the
contrary appears. As Commissioners, they were not authorized
to rebut the presumption, and determine what was or was not
unconstitutional; but...
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