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illustrated. 1869 Excerpt: . . . TO THB EDITOR OF THE DAILY NEWS. Sir, --In my former letters I have confined
myself to the home of the labourer and to those sanitary requirements which are essential to health and
decency. I have shown that the amount paid by farm labourers in the way of rent forms but the smaller portion
of what is due as interest on cottage-building; while the transfer of rates and taxation from the occupiers to the
owners of cottages reduces the outgoings of the former with respect to his home to an amount which,
compared with those of a lawyers clerk or mechanic, is small; the whole payment for a cottage, with three
bedrooms and a rood of garden ground, seldom reaching 5l. a-year, even when new cottages take the place of
old ones, and contain all the appliances of modern times. The facts that the owner of cottages pays the rates,
while the farmer employing the labourer oIen contributes an amount equal to the rent the labourer pays, are
lost sight of by many of those who speak of the low wages prevailing in rural districts, though it is clear that the
employers contribution is made in consideration of his ability to command superior men, at the same time that
their services are made more valuable by being brought closer to the D 2 scene of action. The substitution of
superior dwellings for inferior ones without any appreciable increase of rent, is not accepted as it...
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