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USER UNFRIENDLY: CONSUMER STRUGGLES WITH PERSONAL
TECHNOLOGIES, FROM CLOCKS AND SEWING MACHINES TO CARS
AND COMPUTERS

Johns Hopkins University Press. Hardback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, User Unfriendly: Consumer
Struggles with Personal Technologies, from Clocks and Sewing Machines to Cars and Computers, Joseph J.
Corn, We've all been there. Seduced by the sleek designs and smart capabilities of the newest gadgets, we end
up stumped by their complicated set-up instructions and exasperating error messages. In this fascinating
history, Joseph J. Corn maps two centuries of consumer frustration and struggle with personal technologies.
Aggravation with the new machines people adopt and live with is as old as the industrial revolution. Clocks,
sewing machines, cameras, lawn mowers, bicycles, electric lights, cars, and computers: all can empower and
exhilarate, but they can also exact a form of servitude. Adopters puzzle over which type and model to buy and
then how to operate the device, diagnose its troubles, and meet its insatiable appetite for accessories,
replacement parts, or upgrades. It intrigues Corn that we put up with the frustrations our technology thrusts
upon us, battling with the unfamiliar and climbing the steep learning curves. It is this ongoing struggle, more
than the uses to which we ultimately put our machines, that animates this thought-provoking study. Having
extensively researched owner's manuals, computer user-group newsletters, and how-to literature, Corn brings
a fresh, consumer-oriented approach to the history of technology. User Unfriendly will be valuable to historians
of technology, students of American culture, and anyone interested in our modern dependence on machines
and gadgets.
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You May Also Like

Sh ad o w s Brigh t as Glass:  Th e R emarkab le Sto ry  o f  On e M an 's J o u rn ey  f ro m                                 
Brain  Trau ma to  A rtistic Triu mp h     
Free Press. Hardcover. Book Condition: New. 1439143102 SHIPS WITHIN 24 HOURS!! (SAME
BUSINESS DAY) GREAT BOOK!!.
Do w n lo ad  eBo o k »      

N o ah 's A rk:  A  Bib le Sto ry  Bo o k With  P o p - U p  Blo cks ( Bib le Blo x)                     
Thomas Nelson Inc. BOARD BOOK. Book Condition: New. 0849914833 Brand new in the
original wrap- I ship FAST via USPS first class mail 2-3 day transit with FREE tracking!!.
Do w n lo ad  eBo o k »      

Do m's Drago n  -  R ead  it  Y o u rself  w ith  L ad y b ird :  L ev el 2                    
Penguin Books Ltd. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Dom's Dragon - Read it
Yourself with Ladybird: Level 2, Mandy Ross, One day, Dom finds a little red egg and soon he is
the owner...
Do w n lo ad  eBo o k »      

A  Do g o f  Flan d ers:  U n ab rid ged ; In  Easy - to - R ead  Ty p e ( Do v er C h ild ren 's Th riN                                      
C lassics)
Dover Publications, 2011. Paperback. Book Condition: New. No Jacket. New paperback book
copy of A Dog of Flanders by Ouida (Marie Louise de la Ramee). Unabridged in easy to read
type. Dover Children's Thrift Classic....
Do w n lo ad  eBo o k »      

Sh lo mo  A ro n so n : M akin g P eace w ith  th e L an d , Design in g Israel's  L an d scap e                       
Spacemaker Press. Hardcover. Book Condition: New. 1888931167 Never Read-12+ year old
Hardcover book with dust jacket-may have light shelf or handling wear-has a price sticker or
price written inside front or back cover-publishers mark-Good Copy-...
Do w n lo ad  eBo o k »      
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