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of Interesting Events, Distinguished Actions, and Merits of Princes and Celebrated Men, C. C The reign of the
German emperor Henry IV., of the house of the Salian Franks (1066 to 1160), was nothing but a chain of
troubles, misfortunes, degradation and treason. When his father, Emperor Henry lIl., died, in the year 1056,
Henry IV. was but six years old. His mother, Empress Agnes, a very intelligent and noble-hearted woman, first
undertook the education of her son and the government of the empire. Soon, however, she found herself in a
difficult position, having to contend with many refractory seigniors of the realm, whom even the energetic
Henry lll. had been unable to entirely subdue, who had deposed three popes one after the other, and tried to
render the power of the dukes wholly dependent on the crown. It was, therefore, an unlucky circumstance for
Henry IV. to be so very young at his father s death, when ecclesiastical and secular princes, beginning to feel
tired of his father s strict rule, saw a fit occasion, during his minority, for throwing off their chains and again
making themselves independent. It was a still greater misfortune for young Henry that his education soon fell
into the hands of two men, who, in principles and passions, formed a powerful contrast to each other, and
alienated the young monarch s heart from his subjects. One of them was Archbishop Hanno of Cologne, a
pious, serious and scientific man, but governed by an insatiable ambition, which induced him to place himself
at the head of a faction dissatisfied with the empress, and to...
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