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With the Settlers It is necessary in order to appreciate this study, to turn our thoughts far backward and
consider the country that is now North Carolina as it appeared before the coming of the first white men to its
shores in 1584. Towns and cities such as we now have were altogether lacking, nor were there any broad fields.
The sound of the factory whistle could not be heard and no highways or railroads intersected the country. No
woodman s axe swung against the tall pine and no gun could be had therein to aim at the noble game which
bounded away on every side. There was no wheel to utilize the power of the rapid western streams or net to
catch the fish which abounded on the eastern coast. There was not a frame house, a metal tool, a book, or a
watch within all the limits of what is now North Carolina. Truly, it was the land of no enlightened people. Hunter
s paradise, boundless forest, home of wild things and similar terms would have been very fitting to apply to it. It
was indeed all of these. Game abounded there more plentifully than the weary hunter of present time would
hope for. It scarcely needed to be sought after and indeed it was necessary to avoid it often, for bears were then
more numerous than coons are now, and far easier to encounter. Hunters at a much later date have written of
killing more than a hundred bears in a single season. Deer were as plentiful then as rabbits are now. They
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