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ANTWEREP. If the reader be one who finds variety and satisfaction in church music, if with the masses of Haydn
and Mozart, with paintings and architecture, he be content to eschew theatrical amusements, this place will
give him pleasure. Antwerp is especially a religious city, that is, after the continental fashion, where religion is
unmixed with gloom, and cermonies and observances serve as playthings for the inhabitants--ever giving them
something to stare at and talk about; and where they keep up the ball very pleasantly between the excitement
of sinning and the amusement of shriving. For the English musician it is however a sort of Utopia. No temporal
business interferes to stop the daily performance of that class of music which in our Protestant country is
eagerly sought after by amateurs in the various holes and corners of our metropolis which furnish B Catholic
chapels--places in which the imagination can but ill conceive the pompous celebration of the mass as it takes
place in the vast churches of the continent, where music, painting, and architecture blending together, form,
like colours when combined, another material, and produce in the mind poetry. | can give but a faint idea of
the sweet half-monastic life one leads in Antwerp, it would be as impossible there to neglect attendance at
matins, nones, or vespers, as if one had for years taken the vows of St. Francis or St. Dominic;...
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