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9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.1in.Syria remains mired in political confrontation and violence, and is perched on the edge of
civil war. U. S. oEicials and many analysts believe that President Bashar al Asad, his family members, and his
supporters will ultimately be forced from power, but few observers oEer specific, credible timetables for a
resolution to Syrias ongoing political crisis. Some observers warn that the regimes staying power may be
underrated. Intense violence generated demands from some international actors for an immediate mutual
ceasefire and from others for military intervention to protect civilians or support opposition forces. The United
Nations Security Council has endorsed a ceasefire and dialogue plan and granted a limited mandate to 300
military observers. Their presence in Syria has coincided with a lessening of the scope and pace of violence.
However, continuing clashes and attacks on civilians and government forces suggest the ceasefire at the heart
of the plan may remain elusive. The potential risks and rewards of other options for responding to the crisis are
diEicult to assess and are evolving with conditions on the ground. In the face of intense domestic and
international pressure calling for political change and for an end to violence against civilians, the Asad
government has oEered limited reforms while also meeting protests and armed attacks with overwhelming
force. Nonviolent protests continue, but their apparent futility has created frustration and anger within the
opposition ranks. An increasing number of Syrian civilians have taken up arms in self-defense, although armed
rebel attacks alienate some potential supporters. The government accuses the opposition of carrying out
bombings and assassinations targeting security infrastructure, security personnel, and civilians in Damascus,
Aleppo, Homs, and other areas. Accounts of human rights abuses...
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